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Ask God to use this study to help you and your church to obey the

commands of His Son Jesus Christ.

In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus commands us:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And

>

surely I will be with you always, to the very ends of the age.’

Christ orders us to teach new believers to obey His commands. For
example: on a Sunday afternoon a pastor visits the new believers

Robert and Mary...

NoTES

/ You believed \

and were

But Pastor, you said we
baptized. N were saved by faith, and
I‘(I]lp‘rtlaf:f:h yogv;our- not by works! Why require
duties as members these other things now?
of the church. &

You must obey all
that Jesus Christ

v:ommanded. /

Page 2 Obedience to Christ

© Project WorldReach © SEAN

Page 35



NoTES

You are saved by faith, through God's\
great love. It is by grace; we don't
deserve it. But your salvation must bear
fruit. Jesus said in John 14:15, “If you
love me, keep my commands.” This way
you will be obedient disciples of Christ,
and not believers who only hear, but do
not do, the will of God. Faith without
works is dead. (James 2:26) /

Why do Christians do good works?
[[] Tobesaved.

[] Toobey Christinlove.

[] Asapenance.

We do good works so as to be obedient disciples of

Christ. His servants fulfill His commands with love.

— 4 N
T've written down 1. Repent, believe and receive the
some of Jesus Christ's Holy Spirit(salvation).
commands, here. 2. Bebaptized (and live the new
life it initiates).
3. Love God and your neighbor.
4. Pray.
5. Meet for the Lord's Supper.
6. Give.
7. Make disciples, learn and
teach God's Word.
- J
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¢

These are the duties of
each church member.

Couldn't we
follow Christ
at home? Do

we have to go
to church? It's
so far away.

Mary, when you were\
saved, you became
members of the Body
of Christ. You must live
in fellowship with other
members of the same

Body, your church. /

Which is the best way to serve God?
[ ] Asindividuals, alone.

[ ] Asabody, united.

[ ] Asanobligation to the pastor.

We serve God united as one body. God commands

believers to meet for worship, in love. (Hebrews 10:24-25)

Page 4 Obedience to Christ

With God’s help, have you turned from any sin that you
know of?

[] Yes.
[] 1willdo so.

PracTticaAL WORK

Teach the members of your church or group (especially the
new believers) to obey these commands of the Lord, which are

the first steps in the Christian life.

© Project WorldReach © SEAN Page 33



SummMARY TEST

Can you recall the seven duties of church members?

[] Yes.

[] No,butlwill review them now.

Do you intend to pray and meditate on the Word of God daily?

[] Yes.

[[] I'mgoingtobegin.

Do you pray for opportunities to witness for Christ?

[] Yes.

[[] I'mgoingtobegin.

Do you give cheerfully and generously?

[] Yes.

[[] I'mgoing to start.

Do you share in the Lord’s Supper with your church?

[] Yes.

[[] I'mgoing to start.

T'll explain
why we serve

Christ united in
one body. Look

at these
pictures.

Which of these

soldiers lacks
discipline?

The last one.

Which of
these players

is disciplined?

of Christ?

And which of
these believers
lacks discipline
within the Body

The one to
the right.
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Why did Christ make
his church like a body?

To witness to Christ \
in the world (Acts 1:8),
and fo be a light to all
people. (Matthew 5:14)
We can't do anything
alone. We can do it
united in Christas a
well disciplined body./

And what's
our most
important duty?

Look, Pastor. There go Peter and John. Today
is Sunday, but they're coming back from fishing.
They didn't come to church. Are they saved?

Yes, they're saved.
They're believers.
But they don't fulfil
all their duties.

Look, John. There's the
Pastor! Quick, hidel

He's

Doesn't
the Lord
take their

sins into seen us.
account? Now I
Doesn't He wish IT'd

punish
them?

gone to
churchl

Notes:
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/ We discipline Christians who sin.\
First, we speak to them with
meekness. (Galatians 6:1) If they
pay no heed, several of us counsel
them. If the brother does not
repent, then the congregation is
informed. If he does not heed
them, he is expelled, by Christ's

\command. (Matthew 18:15-20) /

When another Christian commits a sin, what should
you do first?

[] tell other Christians about his sin.

[ ] pray for him and speak to him.

When someone offends us, we should pray for him,
and speak to him. It is very wrong to talk with
others about his sin. (Matthew 7:1-5, James 3)

They are still saved, but Christ will judge
their works. They lack love for Jesus Christ.

%

He said in John 15:14, "You are my
friends if you do what I command.”
We are to obey Him not because we
fear punishment by the law, but out
of gratitude, because we love Him."

/ We are saved from the condemnation The\

law brings and from God's final judgment.
But there is another judgment just for
Christians; the Lord Jesus Christ will
reward us according to our works. They
are “tried by fire,” as 1 Corinthians 3:10-
15 and 2 Corinthians 5:10 explain. Our
works done in faith and obedience, like
gems and precious metal, will not burn up.
Our worthless works, however, will fail the

\resf; we will receive no reward for them. /

When true believers commit works of the flesh
that do not please God, what do we lose?

[] some ofourreward in heaven.

[] eternallife.

[] nothing.
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There is a prize for every good work, but
when these good works are not done, Christ

will not give us the corresponding prizes.

We obey and pray for our shepherds. A church
lacks discipline if we fail to respect its leaders. When
possible, we support financially those who dedicate
themselves fully to the ministry. (Hebrews 13:16-18)

Well, I don't
want to lose my
reward. How
can we fulfill
our duties?

for you. Please bring it, Mary. It's fruit for yo

Don't go just yet, Pastor, we have a small gift
ur
family. We love them. We know they need it.

It's getting
late; I must go.

Look
again at
the things
Christ
commanded

n

NoOobrw

Repent, believe and receive the
Holy Spirit(salvation).

Be baptized (and live the new
life it initiates).

Love God and your neighbor.
Pray.

Meeft for the Lord's Supper.
Give.

Make disciples, learn and teach
God's Word.

Page 8

Obedience to Christ

Mary. That

One more question, Pastor. What does the
church do when a believer commits a serious sin?

Thank you,

really shows
Christian lovel
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The most important mission the
church has is to win the world for
Christ - so that the lost are converted

to Christ and receive eternal life.

And we
should support
and help our
church

leaders, too,
shouldn't we,
Pastor?

(Yes, of course. The Bible says SD

Which of these commands do you need
most to work on?

Repent, believe and receive the
Holy Spirit (salvation).

Be baptized (and live the new life
it initiates).

Love God and your neighbor.
Pray.

Meet for the Lord’s Supper.

Give.

oo O O

Make disciples, learn and teach
God’s Word.

To maintain the fellowship of the church, the better way is to:
[ ] leteveryone know when a leader commits an error.

[ ] helppeople to sing together with better harmony.

[ ] supportour faithful pastors.

Page 28 Obedience to Christ

But, I don't know how
to read, Pastor. How can / You can anyway, Mary. (b

: to the meetings. Hear the
I study God's Word? Word. Then meditate onit.
Fill your mind with thoughts
of God: His justice, His
great love, wisdom and
power. Also learn to read.
Now we'll go over the seven

duties again. /
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Can you repeat the seven basic commands, without

reading them?
[] Yes
[] No

Ifnot, please learn them by heart now.

But isn't it better for the
pastors to do the
evangelizing? You
understand things better.

No, Mary. Witnessing orx
evangelizing is the mission
of all the church, and of
each member. (Acts 8:4)
Of course, we don't all
have the same gifts, but
you can speak to your
children and your fr‘iendy

The first is
repent and
believe. You've
done that. And
you've been
baptized, and
received the
Holy Spirit.

I can't go to distant
villages to evangelize.

But you can give \
your tithes. That way
the church can support
evangelists who work
further away. We
work as a body.

(1 Timothy 5:17-18) /

/ The most important \
duty of church
members is to love. Tt
is God's greatest
commandment.

We must worship God

continually. Without
love for God, we stop
loving other Chr‘isﬁcmsy

Obedience to Christ

Which is more important?

[ ] Teaching toread.

[ ] Teachingabout tithing.

[] Winning a sinner for Christ.
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Keep it simple, and you'll
win more people to Christ. a N\
It's true,

Mary. John
CCan it be so easy?) won us like

that, with his
simple and

humble
testimony about

\ Jesus Christ. /

But some of the
believers aren't
very pleasant.
How can my love
for them grow?

The most effective testimony tells:

[ ] about Christ (who He is, what He did,
how He saves us).

[] thedeep things of religion.

[[] about our wicked former lives.

The testimony that convinces people, tells of
Jesus Christ; who He is, what He did, and how
He saves us. (Luke 24:45-48)

/ Love is the fruit of the
Holy Spirit who dwells in
us. (Galatians 5:22) He
helps us to love. We can't
do it ourselves. Let the
Holy Spirit fill you

Qonﬁnually.

Well I love all
my brothersin
Christ when they
are good to me.

But, brother, the true love of\
God is seen in us precisely
when we're treated badly!

It's easy to love when we're
treated well; even unbelievers
and criminals love each other,
when everything is going well. /

Page 26 Obedience to Christ
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But how can we love
those who ill-treat USD / BY the power of \
Christ. He showed
the love of God,
forgiving those who
hit and crucified
him. Inthe same
way, we forgive
and love those who

\ill—fr‘eaf us. /

We show the love of Christ:
[] only when we are with sincere Christians who treat us well.

[ ] by forgiving and doing good to those who ill-treat us.

We must forgive and love even our enemies: Ephesians 4:32,
Romans 5:8, Romans 12:14-21.

Witnessing to Christ is easy when we do it with:

[] love.
[] pushiness.

Witnessing is easy if we do it out of real love.
Through our love to our relatives and friends,
the Holy Spirit communicates Christ to them.

Without love, people become hardened.

Do you remember the next duty? It has todo
with remembering the death of the Lord Jesus
Christ, who loved us so much...

Umm... we meet for
the Lord's Supper...
in fellowship with
other Christians.

Page 12 Obedience to Christ

But I don't know what to
say, Pastor. I don't like to talk
about my former wicked life.
People don't listen to me.

Your festimony is not just that. Itisto
present Jesus Christ. Tell who He is, what He
has done, and how He has given you new life.
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Giving to God is part of

worship as a congregation.

/ Yes the Lord's Supper expresses our faith \
in Christ, in fellowship with His church, His
body. We examine ourselves before sharing

it, to take part "worthily.” 1 Corinthians 11:27-
32 reveals that if we fail to recognize—

discern and respect—the Body of Christ we
bring God's punishment upon us; He disciplines
us, it says, so that we will not be condemned

along with the world. When we take part, we
remember the Lord's death and participate in
Q—Iis body and blood, as Paul said.

Gnofher‘ duty we have is to witness for ChrisT)

Isn't witnessing
very difficult?

Go toall the
meetings. Thisis the
duty and privilege of
every member-.
(Hebrews 10:24-25)

But sometimes people make such a noise in church.
It distracts me when I try o meditate on the Lord.

/ No, it's not \

difficult. It's easy
if we do it with the
love and power that
the Holy Spirit
gives us; especially
among our friends

Qnd relatives. /

What should we do before sharing in the Lord’s Supper?
[ ] Readapsalm.
[ ] Confessour sinsto God.

Before the Supper we examine ourselves before God.
(1 Corinthians 11:27-29) Scripture does not require confession

to a priest.

Obedience to Christ
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/ Let's help some of the noisy ones
to be more considerate of others
during worship. We should enter
God's house with reverence.
(Habakkuk 2:20) We should sit
near the front to leave back seats
for latecomers. Walking to the

Q‘r‘om‘ during services distracts.

Inthe Old Testament, Malachi\
3:8 says that we rob God when
we don't give our tithes. Now,
according to the New Testament,
we are hot under the Law. We
are not obliged to tithe. We
tithe from love. Although the
tithe is not obligatory, it isa

practical way of giving. /

(Can T take my caTD

No son. A
service is not for
cats or dogs.

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 says: \
"Whoever sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap
generously. Each man should
give what he has decided in his
heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves
a cheerful giver.” /

But... when can we
greet the members who
arrive late?

/ Before or after the \
formal part of the
service, all members
should greet each

\ 4 other. It'svery
[% ‘ important to greet new
\ believers and visitors,

vmd speak to them. /

Obedience to Christ

Giving is part of worship. We should:
[ ] giveonly to those who ask for money on
the radio.

[] giveaspartof our congregational worship.
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Robert, you're stingy!
You wouldn't let me buy
that pink dress. How will
you be able to tithe?

I'm going to be a
Christian husband. T'll

be a good steward of

God cheerfully, first...
and fomorrow you can
buy that dress.

But nowI'ma believer.\

God's things. T'll give to

/

How should we give to God?

[] Reluctantly.

[] Only what we have left over.
[] Cheerfully.

We give to God cheerfully. All we have is from
God. God made everything. God provides
everything. He owns all things, evenus. He
redeemed us through the blood of Christ. We,

and all we have, are God’s property.

Every member of the church has the duty and privilege of sharing
in the Lord’s Supper. Which of'the following is the purpose?

[] Toshow folks how religious we are.

[ ] To satisfy our hunger.

[[] Tohave deep communion with Christ and each other.

Christians should always maintain communion with God.

Anything that prevents our communion with Him is sin.

To maintain our communion with Christ, and be filled with the
Spirit, we must:

[ ] confess oursin and follow Christ in faith and love.

[ ] fastfor40 days.

[ ] havea great emotional experience every time we meet.

The Christian repents of his faults immediately. (1 John 1:9)

/ Another duty is to pray and
meditate. When we pray we have
communion with God. Whenwe
meditate on His Word, God speaks to
us. Let's put God first in our lives.
Mankind was made for this purpose;
to glorify God and enjoy Him
forever. (Isaiah 43:7, John 4:24)

Page 22

Obedience to Christ

\Do you both know how to pray?
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Yes, Pastor. But we have more
to learn. When should we pray?

[ Ithinkthat )

as the Lord
has given us so
much, and such
agreat
salvation, the
least we
should want to

\ give isa tithe. )

We should pray in
the morning; we begin
the day with God. We
commit to God all the
time He gives us.
(Ephesians 5:15-16)

The tithe is a tenth part of:
[] ourmoney,only.

[ ] allourincome, in produce or cash.

The tithe is the tenth part of our real income, whether in cash
or in produce. (For example, real income from sales is what’s

left after paying business expenses and related taxes.)

To dedicate the day to God, when should we pray?
[ ] Whenwehave aneed.

[] Atnoon.

[] Whenwe getup.

The Lord Jesus Christ prayed early in the morning.
(Mark 1:35) Letus follow His example.

When all the believers tithe, we
can send workers to the villages and
sectors of the city where there
aren't any churches yet.

I see.
Because of
the tithes,
some pastors
can work
full-time in
God's work.

Page 16 Obedience to Christ
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The Bible is the Word of God. The Holy Spirit
inspired those who wrote it. He guided them to
write without error. They wrote in their own

way, but were guided by the Spirit of God.

/ We pray normally \
three ways, Robert.

First, we pray alone, in
our private devotions.

We also pray with our
family if possible.

Then, we pray together
with others at

\meeﬁ ngs. /

Tell me

another duty. To give of ferings

and tithes.

How much
is the tithe?
T earnvery
little money.

I understand:
my private
devotions,
family prayers
and at the
meeting.

( The tithe is \

10% of our : L,\ //%’
income. Inthe : ‘ / ") N )
Old Testament - 7N ; ~ i
they gave the ‘ S By A
tenth part of S y N
their produce to W & 0 4 r7

\ the Lord. / EC‘ 0 YN

I pray every day. But why family
prayers? The children are a nuisance.

Page 20 Obedience to Christ
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/ By your example, your children
will come to Christ. We pray daily
with them. We all need daily
spiritual food. Tt comes through
prayer and God's Word. We read it,
meditate on it and obey it. Prayer is
as important as breathing; we praise
6od daily and ask for what others

Qnd we heed.

But my children don't
understand the Bible,
Pastor. Neither do I!

Then you should read \
short passages from the
New Testament. Begin
with the Gospels, all about
Jesus. Later, you could
study parts of the Old
Testament. If you can,
get an illustrated Bible. /

As well as our own private prayer, we must
pray and meditate on God’s Word daily
with:

[] allthe family.

[] strangers.

[] theneighbors.
[]

the pastor.

God’s purpose from the beginning is that we
are to teach our families to obey the Lord.
(Joshua 24:15, Deuteronomy 6:6-7) A
Christian family is a powerful force for good in

the community.

Why is it so important to
study the Bible? Aren't
there any easier books?

The Bible is the only\
book that is inspired
by God. Other books
might help you to
understand it better.
But no book takes the

Bible's place. /

Page 18 Obedience to Christ

Why should we meditate on the Bible?
[] Itisthe Word of God.

[] Itisthe word of the wisest men.
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