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Good morning,
John! How is it

I'malittle worried, Pastor.
I didn't sleep last night.

<

([ Whynot? )

You have
Christ in
your heart
now. Why
go around
looking so

\ worried?

/ I know, Pas’ror.\

But I can't feed
my family. I've no
work. And my
kids need new
clothes to go to
school. T don't

\know what to do/

MNANS
?\§ 7

When we have a need, to whom should we go first?
To the missionary.

To our richest neighbor.

To the government.

To God.

HEEEEEE

Do you go to God first to ask for what you need?

[] Yes.

[ ] No,butlam going to start.

PracTicaL WORK

Teach your congregation or group to seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness. (Matthew 6:33)

Pray and meditate on God’s Word daily to know the will of
Christ their King.

Obey His will, applying the Bible to their material life and

keeping His commands.

Trust in God to provide their needs, without worrying so much

about material things.
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Many Christians are poor materially, but they are rich in Christ.
(1 Peter 1:3-7)

Let us not become discouraged by our poverty. (Philippians 4:11-14)

Nobody should use their poverty as an excuse not to support the
work of Christ. (Luke 21:1-4)

Ifthey are hoarding, they will always remain poor. If we are

generous, God will be generous with us. (Luke 6:38)

SumMARY TEST

1.  Before we ask God for material things, what should we do?

[ ] Seek God’s kingdom and do His will.
[ ] Askourrich friends for something.

[ ] Goaround worried and sad.

It is not forbidden to ask God for material things, but we are to

ask Him for that which is spiritual first. Then we can ask Him

for our daily needs.

/ But, brother, for \

N days now you've gone
k\% around talking about
J the same problems.
~_ You'velost your smile.
Romans 5:3 says that

we should glory even
A oo

\in our tribulations. /

€

But, Pastor, how can I smile when I
an't feed my children properly?

Do you
know what
the Bible
says about
your material
needs?

X5
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€

Doesn't the Bible just talk
bout our spiritual need?

L
) (N On the contrary.
God's interested
72 in all our needs,

like Jesus says in
Luke 12:22-34.
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Well,
maybe the
rich

missionary
could help
me, then...

God keeps His promises. Seek first His
kingdom and He'll provide these other
things.

/ Don't bother the
missionary! Let him help
train the pastors in the
new churches! People
that are lost and going
to hell need the
missionary more than
you, John. Hey, let's

\r‘ead Luke 12:22-34.

/ That's right. T

family. Now we

our needs. He
blesses those who

have proved it in my

< trust in the Lord for

keep His commands.

\

‘ \I'm going to tithe ‘roy

Ask the Holy Spirit to illuminate your mind and heart
with this study and prepare your people to seek His
kingdom before all else. Then, read in Luke 12:22-34

to find what God says to those who worry too much.
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Do the birds worry about what they will eat?

/ You're growing in \

\\\ Christ; you're
oV becoming a mature
< believer. It'sa joy to
\ begin each day with
“ the Lord, isn't it? Do
| you still worry about

o~ Qour‘ needs? /

Why not? (Luke 12:24) Write your answer.

Who are concerned only about material things? (Luke 12:30)

Well, I don't go around thinking about it so much now.
God has given me peace. The other day we didn't have
anything to eat. But we prayed. I left it inthe Lord's
hands. Later that day our neighbor Peter came over. He
gave us a whole chicken!

What is most important for us believers? (Luke 12:31)

For what do you have the greatest desire?
[] Material goods.
[ ] Entering God’s kingdom and doing His will.

/ Peter said that the \

Lord just put it in his
heart to give us that
chicken. He wanted

Seek First the Kingdom of God

If we are envious of rich people, what will happen?

N — to share withus. A [[] Webecome spiritually ill.
Peter began .
D Eﬁ?fi%? Neo‘;r *9° [] We will get what we want.
everything he does
F2N \seems to prosper! /
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/ Andin verses\ The Lord is blessing us. I explained the passage in

22 and 23 God Luke 12:22-34 to my wife, and we prayed. Now we
says nhot to worry are seeking the kingdom of God and His righteousness
about our food first. We're disciplining ourselves like you said.
and clothing,

because our life V

is worth far more
than what we

Qaa‘r. /

And what is the
discipline that you
use?

/ Of course, Pasfo.\

Life is worth more
than food. But we
have to eat and
enjoy the things of
life. Hey, look at
that man over therel
Look how he lives

\wi’rh all that money/

/ Well, every mor'ning\
I ask the Lord to show
me His will for the
day. And beforeI
leave for work I read
the Bible. ThenI
think about it along

\The way. /

/ No, brother! Thinking abouf\
people that have more than you
just fills you with envy. Envy
eats away at your soul. Look at
God first. He knows that we
have to eat. He says in Luke
12:29 "And do not set your
heart on what you will eat or

\dr‘ink; do not worry about it." /

The Holy Spir‘ih

is really working
S /ﬁ] ;\\ inyour heart,

( N a1 John. Now you
don't worry about
your poverty like

/ \ you used to do. /
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[ Getaway )

from me,
Satan! This
morning I
promised
God to trust
Him for my

\ heedsl! )

But if I don't worry about .
these things, who will? / But we trust in \
Them rich people don't pay God. Inthe next

verse the Lord

Jesus says, "For

the pagan world

runs after all such
things, and your

Father knows that

you need them." /

no attention to usl!

John continues to pray every day and meditate
in the Word of God each day. Then...

The pastor continues to apply the Bible to John’s problem. He

helps him to memorize:

“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and
all these things shall be added to you.”
(Matthew 6:33)

(= )

Pastor, I'm glad you visited us again!
We have something to tell you.

smile's come
back! What
happened?

Seek First the Kingdom of God

Then it's a sin for me
to worry so much about
material things. But
how do I seek first the
kingdom of God?
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/ You are saved, but \
you lack peace. You
need to discipline your

< mind. Study the Bible

and pray each day.
Seek the will of the
Lord for you and obey
Him in everything.
\Then you'll have peace/

/ Father, I don't \

understand all this.
But the Bible says
it. Itis the truth.
I am going to seek
first your kingdom
instead of

worrying about

Qnm‘er'ial things. /

/ OK. I really wam”\

to seek the kingdom
of God and His
righteousness above &
all. T'll pray for
this daily and read

\my Bible. /

4

™
\,

€

Thank you. Now I'm going to tal
o my wife and pray with her.

)

God
will bless
you in
this step
of faith!

Qaray right now for help.

/ Wonderful. Start today thinking about \
the things of God. You'll feel real love for
God and other people. Forget your worries.
And through your love and faith God will
provide all that you really need. He'll help
you to discipline yourself. Remember o x Q\\
pray and meditate in His Word every day. \ 7
The devil will try to make you forget. Let's

7 [
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The next day...

Ssss! Look!
There goes that
rich man. Go
and tell him how
poor you are.
Get something
from him!
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